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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, CPRS 

SUBJECT: EXTRADITION: JOHN HERBERT MEIER 
REE: A) CANBERRA 7112, B) STATE 22502 

1 . UPON RECEIPT REF B CONSULAR OFFICER TELEPHONED TONGA 
AND SPOKE WITH SECRETARY TO GOVT, DAN TUEUI, RE STATUS 
OF MEIER'S DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT. TUFUI TOLD CONOFE HE HAD 
ASKED MINISTER OF POLICE TO REVOKE MEIER'S PASSPORT, BUT 
TO HIS KNOWLEDGE (AND APPARENT IRRITATION) ACTION HAD 
NOT YET BEEN TAKEN. TUFUI SAID GOVT OF 

TONGA HAD EXPECTED MEIER TO RETURN TO TONGA AT WHICH 
TIME THEY WOULD HAVE DIETED PASSPORT, BUT MEIER HAD 
NOT RETURNED. HE SAID HE WOULD ATTEMPT TO REACH 
MINISTER OF POLICE (WHO HAS RESPONSIBILITY EOR 
PASSPORT CONTROL AND IMMIGRATION). TUFUI AND 
CONOFF ARRANGED TO SPEAK AGAIN TOMORROW, 8 SEPT. 

2. EMBASSY HAS ALSO SPOKEN WITH AUSTRALIAN DEPUTY HIGH 
COMMISSIONER IN SUVA WHO SAID HIGH COMMISSION ON 1 SEPT 
HAD SENT CABLE TO TUFUI QUERYING HIM RE DIPLOMATIC STATUS 
OF MEIER AND RECEIVED ANSWERS VIA CABLE 

SIGNED SEC GOVT ON 6 SEPT AS FOLLOWS: 
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(A) WHEN DOES MEIER’S DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT EXPIRE? 

9 OCT 1978 

(B) IS MEIER ACCREDITED TO AUSTRALIA OR ANY OTHER 
COUNTRY IN A DIPLOMATIC CAPACITY? NO. 

(C) IS MEIER ON HIS WAY TO OR EROM A DIPLOMATIC POSTING? 

NO. 

(D) IS MEIER A DIPLOMATIC COURIER? NO. 
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3. AUSTRALIANS HERE BELIEVE THA ANSWERS TO THEIR 
QUESTIONS WERE PROVIDED BY THE KING. THEY ARE PUZZLED BY 
9 OCT EXPORATION DATE AND WERE OFFERED NO EXPLANATION 
OF DATE IN COMMUNICATION EROM TONGA. (ACCORDING 

TO THEIR VISA FILES, MEIER'S TONGAN PASSPORT 
HAD EXPIRATION DATE OF 23 MAY 1983.) WE ARE 

NOW PUZZLED THAT TUFUI DID NOT MENTION 9 OCT IN CONVERSATION 
WITH CONOFF. 

4. AUSTRALIAN UNDERSTANDING OF THE KING'S ANNOUNCED 
INTENTION TO REVOKE PASSPORT WAS THAT IT WOULD BE REVOKED IE AND 
WHEN MEIER RETURNED TO TONGA. THEY HAD HEARD, 

HOWEVER, FRO NEW ZEALANDERS THAT TONGANS WOULD REVOKE PASSPORT 
AT TIME OE COURT APPEARANCE SHOULD MEIER AGAIN BE 
ARRESTED. AUSTRALIANS ARE NOW DOUBTFUL ABOUT TONGAN 
WILLINGNESS TO TAKE THAT ACTION SINCE 9 OCT 
EXPIRATION DATE HAS BEEN COMMUNICATED TO THEM. 

5. EMBASSY WILL CONTACT TONGAN SECRETARY TO GOVT ON 8 
SEPT AND REPORT ANY FURTHER INEORMATION OBTAINED. 

CONDON 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: EXTRADITION 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 07 sep 1 978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978SUVA01696 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780365-0371 

Format: TEL 
From: SUVA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780991/aaaacxts.tel 

Line Count: 84 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: dbc9de55-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION L 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 CANBERRA 7112, 78 STATE 22502 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 02 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1514683 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: EXTRADITION: JOHN HERBERT MEIER 
TAGS: PFOR, CPRS, (MEIER, JOHN HERBERT) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/dbc9de55-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



